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from the adjoining kitchens the clatter of pans and the
shouts of the cooks continually reached one's ears. The
men's washing flapped upon a hundred lines around these
barracks and at six-thirty in the evening, after they had
knocked off work, the men drew water in pails and did their
washing, sitting on the steps of their barracks, or washed
themselves, put on clean shirts and lounged pleasantly up
and down in the evening sun. Or they punted a football
about on the ground behind the station. Or they went to
tlie reading-room and read old and tattered periodicals.
Twice a week they went to the cinema, which was inaugur-
ated during my first summer in South Georgia. Before its
inauguration the cinema performances were held in the
church, and twice weekly the church was packed to suffoca-
tion. On Sundays it was empty and now it was always
empty. The whaling stations each brought down a stock
of films which circulated around the island during the
summer, for each station had its own cinema. The in-
auguration of the Grytviken cinema was conducted with
ceremony. The manager made a speech and a choir, con-
ducted by the chemist, sang Norwegian folk-songs
unaccompanied. Perhaps I am not educated up to Nor-
wegian folk-songs, but they met with deafening applause
and the wooden building shook with the stamping of over
two hundred sea-booted feet. So twice weekly in the new
wooden cinema the whalers, old and young, in clean shirts
and hair cut d la brosse, were transported round-eyed to that
silly, magical country of Puerilia that we all know so well, a
land of grand and spacious apartments, full of cocktail-
shakers but no books, of enormous motor-cars and dream
women in tea gowns, of cabarets and quick gun-play. I
wonder what it all meant to them. The manager sat in
the front row of the balcony, clearing his throat loudly in
the flickering twilight. We sat next to the manager, and
in the front row also sat the higher officials of the
station, the secretary, the doctor and the chemist. When